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OCTOBER 2009 

Hello Prairie Children Families! 

Welcome back to another year of Prairie Plain talk newsletters! It is with great enthusiasm 

that I start the school year as your PTA President and am thrilled to be working with an 

amazing group of parents on our PTA board. 

For parents new to the preschool, our PTA supports the school by: 

 Providing singers, exercise/dance instructors and storytellers for special events for   

our Prairie Children Preschoolers 

 Providing help for the Vision/Hearing Screenings and School Picture Day 

 Organizing a Fall Family Portrait Event 

 Organizing fun Staff Appreciation Activities 

 supporting our community with two school-wide community drives:  food drive and      

used book drive 

 Bringing families and students together with our three yearly socials.  A student       

favorite, the Costume Party, is coming up October24th; a sentimental favorite among 

parents and children is the Sweetheart Dance February 20th; and May 22nd the Special 

Events Committee is planning an exciting Spring Social. 

 

In order to pay for these activities, we just had our primary Fall Fundraiser, and we are also 

planning some fun days/nights out at restaurants where a portion of all sales will go to our 

PTA, and some Shop-and-Share days at some of our local grocery stores.  We can’t hire 

speakers or put together social events for our preschool families without your dollars 

and/or willingness to volunteer.   If you are interested in volunteering for any of these  

activities, or would just like to learn more, please contact Arwen Lynch, 2nd  Vice President 

at 630-364-2873 or arwenlynch@gmail.com . 

 

PTA Membership has an excellent benefits package and includes a rewarding experience 

working with other parents to promote the objectives of the Illinois PTA in common with 

the purposes of the National PTA: 

 To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community and place 

of worship 

 To raise the standards of home life 

 To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children and youth 

 to bring into closer relation the home and the school, that parents and teachers may 

cooperate intelligently in the education of the children and youth 

 To develop between educators and the general public such united efforts that will 

secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, social 

and spiritual education 
 

I would like to thank the other members on the Executive Board, the Committee Chairs and 

Prairie Children Preschool Principal, LuAnn Shields, who have all worked so hard over the 

summer to get things started.  You have really made my job so easy thus far, and I look    

forward to working with you this year. 
 

In closing, I ask that you take a few minutes each month to read through this newsletter.  

Any information about PTA and preschool events, as well as helpful information, will be in 

here. If you ever have any questions, comments, or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me or stop me at a meeting.  We are all in this together, and I’d love to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

Kimberly Mitchell 

PTA President 
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mailto:cussanshouse@yahoo.com
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KEEPING EVERYONE HEALTHY THIS FLU SEASON AT PCP 

 

Your child may have talked about a “Nurse Sparkles,” who has come to his or 

her classroom to talk about how to catch sneezes and how to wash hands.  Betsy 

Grant, the school nurse, is going into every AM and PM classroom to go over 

good flu prevention strategies, like good hand-washing technique and how to 

cough or sneeze into your elbows.   

 

Visit the district website (ipsdweb.ipsd.org) to see information on what the 

schools are doing to prepare for the flu season.  You can also visit the following        

websites:  www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu  or www.flu.gov  to see the latest Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) recommendations, including information on               

vaccinations. 

 

From The Health and Safety Committee 

Calendar At a Glance 

 
October 

 3            Early Childhood  

           Community Fair  

12           NO SCHOOL - 

           Columbus Day 

13           PTA Meeting  

14     NO SCHOOLð  

           PM Class 

           Market Day Pick -up 

16-17    Family Portrait Event  

24          Family Costume Party  

 

November 

 4            Parent Teacher Conf.  

10           NO SCHOOL - 

                Parent Teacher Conf.  

11            NO SCHOOL - 

                Veteranõs Day 

17            Market Day Pick -up 

25-27   NO SCHOOL - 

           Thanksgiving Break  

PTA Fall Family Portrait Event 

 

When: October 16 & 17  

Where: Shoreline Campus 

 

 Don't miss this great opportunity for family 

photos! 

 Look for details soon in backpack mail. 

Have a safety concern?  

 

Report it online at www.ipsd.org/tips. 

  

We realize that sometimes it may be difficult for an individual 

to present a bullying or safety concern in person. District 204 

now offers a way for students or parents to report legitimate 

safety concerns online at www.ipsd.org/tips. Whether your 

concern is regarding an incident that has already happened or 

one that is about to take place, please submit your concern and 

let us investigate it.  

Tips may include, but are not limited to:  

 Bullying 

 Physical or verbal abuse 

 Fights 

 Use or sale of drugs, weapons 

 Domestic violence 

 Any crimes against children  

 

You may choose to report your concern anonymously. If you 

provide your name, efforts will be placed on confidentiality. 

Thank you for helping us enhance the overall safety and     

security of the District 204 school community. 

PTA Family Costume Party  

  
The PTA Family Costume Party will be held at the     

Preschool on Shoreline Drive on October 24th. All  

families should attend the party based upon their child's 

assigned time. Both the Registration Form and the      

Volunteer and Donation Form are available on the      

preschool website. 

  

We still need parent volunteers to help make the party a 

success!  Please consider volunteering for the shift before 

or after your child's party time.  We also need              

donations.  Suggested items are: 

  Bags of candy (no peanut products) 

  Snack-size bags of fruit snacks , pretzels or cookies 

  Play-Doh containers 

  Small prizes  

Please make sure all items are age-appropriate.  Any   

donations can be dropped off at the school office or put in 

your child's backpack.  Make sure to label "Costume 

Party." 

  

Parents are welcome to dress in costume, as well.  Just 

make sure they are not too scary!  We are looking forward 

to seeing everyone.  It is going to be a lot of fun.  If you 

have any questions, please call Kendra Kirchgessner at 

630-414-0614 or kirchette@yahoo.com. 

http://www.ipsdweb.ipsd.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu
http://www.flu.gov/
http://www.ipsd.org/tips
http://www.ipsd.org/tips
mailto:kirchette@yahoo.com
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Welcome to the start of a great new year at Prairie Children Preschool!  Last year, we started promoting Market Day at our school, and 

we are pleased to continue the program this year.  Each purchase made through Market Day directly benefits Prairie Children Preschool, 

and I’m sure you will be pleased with the quality of their products.  So much in fact, Market Day offers a 100% money back guarantee! 

 

If you place a $40 order for our October sale, you’ll receive a pound of ground beef FREE, and if you order $90 or more you’ll receive 

one pound of large shrimp FREE.  Looking to spice up your meals?  Purchase any Market Day seasoning from their new Gourmet    

Seasoning line and receive a FREE recipe booklet loaded with ideas and serving suggestions.  “A Salt for All Seasonings” is perfect for 

bistro burgers and country style broccoli; “Carolina Coast Sweet Mustard” works great for sweetly spiced shrimp salad and Carolina 

glazed pork chops; and, “Key West Citrus Herb” is your key to Key West vinaigrette and Captain’s Catch tacos.  Use any of these spices 

and few simple ingredients to serve up delicious dishes that take only minutes to prepare! 

 

Be on the lookout for your October flyer, full of time-friendly foods, quality “worth clucking about”, a range of easy to prepare comfort 

foods, soups and sandwiches in a flash, and spooktacular values (great for Halloween treats or parties).  New items this month include:  

 

 An American sub (a deli sandwich with ham, salami, turkey and American cheese) 

 Italian wedding soup 

 Kyoto blend (edamame, peppers, corn, carrots and broccoli) 

 Sausage egg pancake sandwich (individually wrapped for a quick and tasty breakfast) 

 Kar’s snack packs (featuring 3 varieties of mixes) 

 Chicken and dumpling soup   

 

Don’t forget to check out the new Gourmet Seasonings too! 

 

Our October sale date is Wednesday, October 14th, from 5:00-6:00 pm, in the multipurpose room at Shoreline school.  Please have your 

paper order into the PTA mailbox by Thursday, October 8th, and internet orders are due by 11:00 pm on Saturday, October 10th.  If you 

have any questions, please email me at arwenlynch@gmail.com, or call me at 630-364-2873.  Market Day has a great internet site,    

offering sale items and reminders sent to your email.  Please check out www.marketday.com to sign up for online-only specials and  

coupons- our school code 27154.  Did you know that if you place your order online, you can pay by credit card?  It’s a great option, and 

please note that payment options at pick-up are cash or check (credit cards are only accepted online). Thanks for your support! 

 

Arwen Lynch 

Start Clipping Those Labelsé  
 

It’s the start of the school year, and it’s time to start clipping the labels from Campbell’s soups and other products to help 

our school participate in Campbell’s Labels for Education.  By simply cutting out the UPC code or proofs of purchase 

from eligible products and sending them to school in your child’s backpack, you can help our school earn free             

merchandise.  Some eligible items redeemable for points include:          

 Campbell’s soups 

 SpaghettiO’s pasta 

 Prego Italian sauces 

 Swanson broths 

 Pepperidge Farm breads, snacks and cookies 

 Campbell’s Supper Bakes meals 

 V8 Splash beverages 

 V8 soups 

 For a complete listing of all eligible products, please visit www.labelsforeducation.com. 

 

Collecting Campbell’s Labels for Education is an easy way to get family members involved, too!  Just ask grandparents 

to save their labels too—you’ll be surprised at the number of people who have collected them for years!   
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Arwen Lynch, either by phone at 630-364-2873, or by email at   

arwenlynch@gmail.com.  Thanks so much!   

mailto:arwenlynch@gmail.com
http://www.marketday.com/
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/
mailto:arwenlynch@gmail.com

